Newz From The Prez
Octoker of 1992

The BEohk Puff wvisit was a wonderful
experience for me and anyhkody else who was
there Friday night. All I am going to say
is if you missed it, BOY DID YOU MISS IT.

I am feeling a 1little hit discouraged hy
what I saw last Friday night. I think
that this will ke made clear 1if everyhody
takes time to read my article that can ke
found elsewhere in the newsletter. I
would like some feedback on this and will
take all comments at the next meeting, if

you decide to attend.

What is in store for the coming months?
Octokber will ke hack to husiness (and
place) as usual, we can unwind a little

kit and talk akout future events (Bok Puff

I17). In Novemker, it will he elections,
and there WILL BE THINGS TO DISCUSS AND
ELECT ! There are big changes going on
RIGHT NOW behind the scenes, a rather

lengthy restructuring of the officers is
going one. If you want to find out what is
going on, plan on showing up in November.
Decemkber will he, as has heen in the past,
Christmas party! We will start planning
the festivities at the next month's
meeting.

I am a 1little
the time of this
returned from my

which for those
Friday night's
the major thorn

further

I have no
depressed and weary at
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writing. I have just
bhusiness trip to Michigan,
of you  who attended
meeting, will rememhber was
in my side that night. I am also a little
anxious at returning to school in less
than two days, so I have a lot of things
akout to hit me rather soon.

I will however, look forward to seeing
everyone in COctober. I will say one
thing, I sure would like to see attendance
pick ups Once & month, are we really all
that busy? What is the point of heing in
a club if you are not ever there? The
only way things get done is if everyhkody
is around to participate. Otherwise, we
can Jjust sell everykody modems, forget
renting the halls, and Jjust call the EES.

I really hope to see everyone at the next

few meetings. NMNovember and Decemker will
be big ones, that is for certain. COctoker
may not be big, bkut it will be
interesting. If vyou are wondering why,

read my article.

Take care and keep
on computing,

Nathan EBlock

Next SPACE Meeting Is
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Of Mice and Meetings
An Article of Thought and Speculation

Ever since May when the
being considered hy the

Bob Puff visit was
officers and the

general membership, I had high hopes for
the outcome. I had been constantly
thinking about this cluh's direction and

seriously wondering if we
needs of the membership. I figured that a
visit from somebody in the husiness would
ke of general interest and would attract a
huge crowd.

were serving the

At first, I
was seeing.

what I
seemed

was very excited ahbout
The membership

interested in the idea and many
raising ideas were discussed. At first,
it seemed a rummage sale would he the main
event, but later, by & memkership vote, we
decided on a raffle. Tickets  were
purchased and distrikuted and the only
thing left was the waiting.

This was the point where I started
very concerned. Nokody
selling tickets. Membership

to get
seemed to he
attendance at

the meetings also began to seriously drop
off. I couldn't figure out why and I
still haven't.

Finally, just a month before Mr. Puff’s
visit to our cluk, things came together.
It was discovered that the raffle had
indeed given wus a secure treasury that
could support the large debkts incurred by
the wvisit. Among the small membership

that was attending the August meeting was
a feeling of anticipation and excitement.

Then came Septemher. My 1life was in utter
turmoil. I had been staking the
reputation of the cluk, as well as a large
amount of money on one big night. At the
same time, I was expected to ke on a
flight to Michigan, only seven hours after
the meeting, to work an & day long Jjok
which could well determine whether I could
afford my college tuition this coming
guarter. I was very nervous.

I arrived at the hotel accompanied
always suppoirtive vice-

president Sherm Erickson. No crowd.
did greet me were five familiar smiling
faces af faithful members who I  know very
wells I walked over to the front of the

by my
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meeting hall and saw a
high with top of the
computer equipment.
was a man, not much older than myself,
grinming from ear to ear. Mr. Puff had
not let us down, he had enough equipment
there to take over control of the greater
Minneapolis areas

large tahle piled
line ATARI &-BIT
Standing hehind it

Meeting time grew near and still no crowd.
I noticed a lot of regulars missing.
Surely no one wanted to miss this meeting.
We had only spent six months planming it,
raising money for it, and discussing it

over and over again. Surely everyone
would ke here for this one. We had
advertised it everywhere. The newsletter
kad been running a full page ad on it for

the last two months.

Right around 7:40PM, after waiting as long
as I felt necessary, I addressed the crowd
of around 30 people that had attended. I
felt ahsolutely shattered and I think it
showed. I didn't think anybody was
interested after all. I felt like I had
made a terrihle mistake.

alive.
the

to come
with orne of

But then, things seemed
Mr« Puff dave right in

most interesting introductions to his
company I had ever heard. I hung on his
every word. He told us all ahkout himself
and how he had started out with ATAEI,
right from day one. I knew many members
in the audience could relate to what he
was sayings ATARI 200 computers far
$1000, tape drives and software on
cassette, the slow compiling speed of the
ATARI assembler compared to MAC &5. This
was great stuff. Everyone else seemed to
ke enjoying it too. I heard a lot of
knowing chuckles and saw nodding of heads.
From my seat at the bkack of the hall, I
looked around. Not one person seemed
kored or restless, everyone was listening
intently to what Mr« Puff was saying.

Then question time
was going to cry.
swamped with

came around. I felt I
Mr« Puff was aksolutely
questions from the few
gathered there. Many types of gquestions
were asked: what was in store
What new products would ke made
Is ATARI hig in Ewrope? The
alive with audience participation,
an experience I won't forget.

available?
raoom came
it was

for ATARI? -
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Now that the Bok Puff wvisit is over, I
have very mixed feelings about it. I felt
anybody that was there had a great time
and will douktlessly consider it the
highlight of SPACE's vyear. But on the
other hand, I am very discouraged at the

lack of participation by the better half
of the memkership. I noticed a lot of
faces missing in BSeptemker, faces that
were at the raffle, that had purchased
tickets, that had voted "yes" to the whole
thing. I will not name names, it is not
necessary, Yyou know who you

are. My
question is why? -

What more does this cluk need to do¥ Are
we doing enough? Can we do more? If so,
what? My surveys went unanswered and I am
still not sure what more I can do, other
tharn try and improve and improve some
mores There are a certain choice few who
enjoy telling me that I am not doing
enough for this cluk. Well, I would like
to think that trying to get this whole

visit off the ground was a step in the
right direction. Was it worth it? I need
to know.

It only goes to show me, I guess, that
this clubk needs dedicated, enthusiastic
members to keep on growing and going
strong. There are several very key
members in SPACE, the faces that I have
seent every month since May and that I saw

Friday night, September 11th. Those few
are the heart, the core, the energy of
this club. I am convinced right now that
this club can do great things hecause we
have some unhelievakhle people providing
the drive, motivation, and energy that is
needed to get things done. Buality, it so
appears, is far greater than quality.

This «club has a 1lot of potential folks.
We are going places. Are vyou on the hoat

org otk HE? If you are on 1it, start
showing up. Start getting ‘involved.
Share the burden and lighten the load for
others. If you aren’t, well, we'll send

you a postcard. We're moving ofie.s

Your President,
Nathan Block

A Vigit From Bokh Puff

by Mike Weist .

You know one of my faverite things I like
doing with my computer is getting on the
SPACE ATARI club bkbs. And ather ATARI

BBES's like Greyhawk, Warp
Enterprise. This is all possible hecause
I have' a 1200 haud modem and my favorite
modem program, Bob-Term.

10, and Starship

When - ever I use the
would sit hack and

Hoh-Term program I
think akout this Bob
Puff person, while my modem program was
loading up. I would ask myself who is
this person who made a great modem program
like Bok-term. Well it was announced
months ago that Bobk Puff could e =&
possible guest to one of our meetings by
our president, Nathan FHlock. Koy, this
was exciting news to me. I would ke ahble
to meet the person I always was curious
about. EBut in order for BRobk Puff to bhe
our guest, expense maney to bkring him
would have to he raised. Many ways were
discussed at the meetings hefore the wvisit
and it was decided to have a raffle and
other fund raising events. Well by the
hard work of the officers of the «club and
the hard work of the other cluk members,
the expense money to hkring Eob Puff to the
cities was raised.

There was & lot of anticipation on my

part. I couldnt wait to see Bobk Puff and
have a chance to talk to him and see his
products. I had to work until &:30 pm the

nite of Bobk Puff’s visit. I Jjumped into
my car and hopped on 3SW south to 434 to
get to the Bloomington Radisson.

Upon arriving at the event, I had a chance
te look over several products of Bob
Puff's. Interesting table of things to
use with the atari 8 hbit. A black hox,
super archiver, and other nice items.
Boy, if I had & big pocket full of money I
would have gone home with a lot of nice
items. Well I just will have to save some
Mmoriey, so 1 can buy some of Rok's

products.
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Here's the answer to the Sept

Bob Puff had a audience of akout 50 people
who came to listen to him talk and huy
some of his products. I think everyone
there had & very enjoyable evening. Eok
gave us a kackground on himself, talked
about the CSS products availahkle, talked
about his commitment to help keep the
atari 8-hbit alive, future applications for
the atari S-hit like faxing. Talked akout
making products for the atari that seemed
impossikle, but made them possihle.

After talking for a while, BEoh Puff let.

people ask him questions. Some  very
interesting gquestions were asked. After

this Bob Puff let people come wup and look -

over the (S5 products and the opportunity
to buy some products.

Since I had to go hack to work, I had to
leave, I wish I could have stayed. It was
a very rewarding time for me, mayhke hoh
puff can visitng our club again some day.
Bok, thanks for being such a good friend

of the ATARI community. Lots of luck in

the future. And once again thanks to the
officers and everyhody is the club for
making this possikle. Great job.

MIKE WEIST
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The following photos were from the
Computer Electronwics Flesa Market at
Aldrich Arena, submitted hy Mike Weist.
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The following photos were from the SPACE
Rirthday Party, submitted by Mike Weist.
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The following photos were from the Eohb
Puff meeting, submitted hy Mike Weist.
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QFFICERS ~

DISCLAIMER >

President: Nathan Bleck 922-8012

Vice President: Sherm Erickson 434-5254

Secretary: Mike Cable S44-2101

DOM Librarian: Joe Danko 777T-9600

Paper Librarian: Jim Schieb 721-4185 Published by the Saint Paul Atari Computer Enthusiasts

Software Librarian: Earline Fitzpatrick xzx—xxxx (SPACE), an independent organization with no business

lsfginc%irsmp %airm:am Glen %ﬁlenmaﬂ Zgg—iggg affiliation with ATARI Corporation. Permission is granted
MAST Treasurer: ~ Allan 2 0 to any similar organization with which SPACE exchanges

SPACE Newsletter Editor: Michael Schmidt 757-4182 newsletters to reprint material from this newsletter. We do

however msk that credit be given to the authors and to SPACE.

Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of SPACE, the club officers,

Saint Paul Atari Computer Enthusiasts (SPACE) AR e UTARS SO

meets on the second Friday of each month at 7:30 PM
in the Falcon Heights Community Center at
2077 West Larpenteur Ave. Doors open at 7:00 PM.

f B, |t SPACE BBS
B »
ol “T—h £ BBS Phone: (612)-488-5973
L |5 H Z g Sysop: Larry Serflaten
IOERGE T SN _ Co—sysop: Sherm Erickson
supporting:
Uof M
Bl Eaul GeHE ATARI 8-Bit Computers
S.P.A.C.E. PN
P.0. Box 120016 (Fai%=a)

New Brighton, MN 55112 K\fg’m
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