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SPACE NEWSLETTER OUCTOBER 1991
NEWZ FROM THE PREZ OCTOBER 1991  [{

Grestings members! Mony things have taken ploce this summer for
the club ond many more things are yet to come. Next month are
elections and then December is upon us and Christmaz festivalz will
abound. We WILL be planning the Christmas meetirg in Oclober, so
if you would like to contribute ideas, please come.

A very interesting situction has come wp. SPACE has the opportunity to get into the
softwore business I am in contoct with a software distribuior that haos 7 different ATARI
titles he will sell to us rather cheaply. ATAR! sofiwore is harder and harder to find and
SPACE might wont to get ir on this unique opportunity. Distribulors usually only sell to

organizations with an official store fronl, so | was quite suprised when | was told his
company would seil us the software. We will be discussir this at the rexi see=ting.

Going along with that, | also have some more interesting nems. H gentlemon coniocted me
Ingt month mith some ATAR! equipment he wanted me tn sall Among al! the 1tems e gme e
was a very rare educationa! package in itz complete entirely. The package iz called
"DOREETT EDUCRTIOMN SYETEME™ and it consizts of o master cartridge ard MHAMY educalional
topes complete with bookietz ond studying guides. | talked to the perzon who owned it and
he said it cost him $1600. Obviously the value has dropped drasatically, but at the sume
time, o complete sducotion pockoge |ike this couid e of great vaiuve to R club. 0 wili
be bringing the pockoge to the meeting and hope the club mill consent o purchasing it
Price con be discusced ond brought to o forma! vete | personal by think the cluh con
MEVER haue toc mony software titles and hopefully con add this to the fibrary.

RATARI Corporaticn is planning @ very large warehouse selloul o igke placc Noevember 23rd
ond 24th in Chicago. The event is to be entitled the "Chicago Computerfest” and
opparently ATARI will be closing out all its ATRRI 8-BIT stock. HAn address io gel
more information is the following:

thicage Computerfest by ATARI C/0 LCRCE
P.0. Box 8788 Woukegan, IL  60079-8788
Phone: (708} S66-0682

That is about all for this month. | hope YOU, the member, wili make a special effori to
be with us for the last remaining meetings of the uear. Theu wmiil be the most imporiant
ones. You will want to make it to the Octoher meeting becouse everyore mill gt o FREE
DISK from me, just for coming, no strings attoched. 90, please come to the October
meeting. See you there!

BE SURE TO ATTEND THE NEXT
MEETING - OCTOBER [lth
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Minutes of the SPRLE

Septemper 13th, 1991

The meeting was calied to order by
Prezident Nathan Block at 7
officers and volunteers
of the club were
introduced. Fresident
Hathan Block then asked
for the Susop Larry
Serflaten to repori on
the BES. The BBS went
down on Tharsday morning
and the hard disk was
not respording. Thursdoy evening the B'BS
seemed to be working; recommendation is
reformat and reload the hard drive.

Larry also asked for approval by the club
to purchase the following sofiware for
the BBS:

Chess @ $15,

Gadgets @ $15,

Topic—of-the-liay & $15

(or Gndgetsﬁopic—of—the—[lug for $25),

Networking Software @ $10, and

BBS Express upgrade & $20.

R vote was token ard cll sofiwcre was
approved for purchase by the club for the
BES. Larry also related that he has @
“Map of the Atari 4007800 listing
available to any user sho wanls it.
President Nathan Block then complemeted
the officers and wolunteers on their good
work; the treasury has over $1000 in it.
Foger Myer suggested that help text be
added to the BES as well as some
sereens/pictures to guide users; Sysop
Larry Serflaten and Hoger tuer will get
togethef" on this. WYicePresident Ken
tiodeen reminded the sembership that
elections wil! be in NHovesber for
officers. HIl| offices are availiable for
nominations which wil! begin at the
October meeting. Flease consider running
for- a position.

President Hathan Block then asked if anu
member is looking for sofisare. Amos
said he is looking for @ HIDI interface
for the Atari; also, SIDEPRINT - a page
printing program which used to be in old
SPACE BBS library. VYicePresident Ken
Modeen said he will research the old EES
library to determire if SIDEPRINT is
ovailable. HNathan related that he used
to have a MID! interface, but has since
sold it. B&C Computervisions has a new
one for $187. Mark Vallevand shared a
list of software proposed by Oata Oueue.
fl msesber said that he had an Assesbler
Editor cartridge and “Mapping the Atari”

Meeting:

ook ovailable Tor $25 aind Flig- \ 3
Simulator 1| and a Sceneru Disk Set for
$30; call 942-5510 i interested.

Disk librarion Joe Darko reported that
thiz wmonth's 0.0.M. contains a fun game
cal led SHOWF IGH and other intereszting
softeare. Please pwchase ¢ D.O.M. and
help support uour ciub. Lonce from Yideo
61 reported that he has "Har Gome
Corstruction Set” from SS1 auailoble for
purchase. HMark Vallevand said he is
looking for RAtari 1050 disk drives to
pur-chase; Joe Darko said be is willing to
sell his drive. Hike Schmidt reminded
the meabers that the Haafesit on October
i2th is after the mext mesting. It is
held at the Herrepin Techmical College in
Brookiun Park. Hike Scheidt and Hike
Heiss hoave warmed the SFACE table in the
past; other volunteers are reeded as well
as anyone who has something to zell.
Mike said brino anu items to sell to the
rex<t meeting and he will market them at
the HomFest for uow.

s ) fi commitles is being formed
'y "-q. after the meeting to start
plcarnmg the Christaas Party
meeting; talk to President Hothan

= Block after the meeling if
'-'1.‘\ Y interested in h2lpino out.
;C:l' ﬁF‘I‘ESldEI’ut Hathan Biock related
if n; "that he received a "BIG" SUFRISE
.'f- $ . .{" this week. Eight monitors were
received and are auvailable for
$35 each; aryone who has not yget

purchased ore of these monitors con o=t
one this evening. The club voted to save
ore as a door prize at the Christmas
Farty. Seven members wanted monitors so
all were sold. The meeting wos adiourned
at 8:25 Pl by President Hathan Block.

End of the llinutes for the September
ioth, 1991 C sceting.

Fﬁespectfullg submi tted bu Pat Krenn,
Secretary.

BE SURE 10
ATTEND
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SFACE 5t. Paul Atari Coeputer Enthusiasts
Disk Library News for Septeaber, 1591

Joe Danke and Bien Kirschenmann - Librarians
by Joe Danko

There have been more hard disk adventures for the software
library and lucky librarian (se). Along with the speed and
convenience of @ hard drive coaes the responsibility of
keeping the precious datz organized and, most of all, secure.
1 have done well with the organization and failed siserably
with the security. Khile checking out a cranky disk froa
beorgia, it seems that some wild code went out and partially
toraatted my hard drive. Of course, it reguired several weeks
of diagnosis and general horsing around to discover this
fact. I thought | had a hardware problea. Thanks to the
patience of Mike Schmidt, hardware was eliminated and Rich

Wier's advice was absolutely correct. It seeas that Atari-

hard drive controllers are vulnerable to out of control
programs and there is a shortage of data recovery software
sophisticated enough to recover froe this sort of thing, Thus
I was forced to low level foreat and leose all ey data with ay
latest backup disks dated sceetime in March. Needless to say
I lest ali my September DOM material. The SPACE Index prograz
and the Hath and Statistics re-issue will have to wait. Alsc,
#y cld hard drive probies of slom seeks has returned! The
whcle episode has been educationsl. It looks like I need tc
disable or write-protect the nard ¢rive when testing unknown
softwere. The other possibility, although rescte,is the
unknown disk froe Georgiz @ay contain a virus, Viruses are so
rare on the Atari B-bit that no seftware exists to check for
infections,

SFRCE Library software for September, 1991

DRANTXE #requires BASIL and IZBK eemory#

This is a complete Z-sided disk with & Mode 7 graphics
drawing/editing applicetion. The progras files are booted on
Side | with Basic enabled and requires a joystick and a 138iE
or other XE/XL systen with at least 12BK bytes of mesory.
Side 2 contains coeplete docusentation that is displayed or
printed by the prograe. :

TEXTPRO versicn 4.3&f: Absclutely the most powerful and
flesible text/word processor available for the Atari 8-bit
sysiem.

This a resinder that the library has this final version of
TEXTPRO available which is capable of the following features:

1. XL/XE systems with 128K or more memory have three 15K
byte text buffers.

2, Text fonts can be reloaded on the fly.

3. A new macro systes with increased capabilities.

4, Other additional features.

Septesber, 1991 Disk of the Month

SIDE 1
SNOKFIGK. OBJ

SNOWFIGHT is a very interesting game that is supposed to
be a re-issue, but I have never seen it before. [ almost
rejected it because I could not get it to play but the
operation rules were finally disccvered aismost by accident.
it is a two-player only joystick gaee.

See the SNOWFIGH,DOC for help in operating the game.

ALFEACY,COM, ALFREST.COM, ALFBACK,LOC

This is the SPARTADDS hard disk backup/srestore program |
have been using (noct enough) with the library. It works
rezsonably well but lacks sophistication. It will  do
continucus backups where you just keep feeding disks into the
tloppy drive until data 15 all copied along with an index of
directories and filenames. The restore prograe works only if
the index is readable.

RD.COM, ROF.COM, RD.DOC:

This is tan improved PSI ramdisk driver for use with
SPARTADOS and XL/XE systems with expanded semory. This driver
has enhanced capability to partition the expanded ram for
dual use as ramdisks and extended progras space and the
tormatting erulates a true disk drive.

BOB11.5X, BOB12.5%, EXFRGBSE.5X, SXZ12HND,COM/DOC, REAL.HE

f coilection of MODER handiers for use with various
terginal programss and the 5XZ2iZ JB8/1228 baud wmoden. (which
iz still for sale at DAMARK for $22).

TKFREEZE.DOC

# textfile describing the latest version of “the FREEZER".
This is & sWitch and accoepanying logic toc allow an ATHRI
IL/XE systes with a randicsk to be rebooted while retaining
the contents of the memory chips.

SIDE 2

This side is dedicated to scee recent additione to the
large library of utilities sno sacros for use with TEXTRRE
version 4.5x, Thus the reminder abcut the TEXTPRD version
4,561 that is available,

Gare Review: by Rich Mier

Alternate Reality,
The City

Braphicg==------ 8 Sound/Music----12
Playability----- b Overall--------- §

Alternate Reality, is the first in a would have been
series of gazes that had an unfortunate end with the second
part, the Dungeon. However, what Datascit could pull cut of
your "little* 8-Bit will make you want to play on, just to
see if you have met up with all the eneries, or heard all the

usic! Even if you don't like RP6's, I suggest this game.

The Gane,

The game starts with a besutiful Intro that tells the
story better than any instruction book could.

You have been captured by beings from an alien world,
who have taken you to their planet. On this planet the
beings have you and a plethora of other beimgs that can oniy
be discribed as ‘"Things". Thieves, FRobbers, Gladiators,
Imps, Gremlins, and thats not evern the tip of the iceberg!
{cont'd next page)



In &ll the encounters you have, you cam doc gany things.
There are three ditferent menus, depending on if you have
surpriced them, both seen each other, or are disengaged.
Each has it'c own unigue cptions plus choices that all share.

The object of the gasme is rather sieple, survive. This
will be hard enough. But should you be fortunate enough to
survive a night and & day, keep cn, the reward is seeing you
charicter build levels, and get better weapons,

{cont'd next pagel

Overall,

I recosend this gqame highly, it has a ‘"real time"
eleeent that is usually foregn to Role Playing Gases. The
first tise you see the sunset it will probably take you by
surprise, because, like the rest of this gase, it 1s
unexpected.

Hintg!!

11 When the numbers are rclling for yor Charicter,
watch for Intelligence, this will be the best you can get,
because a Trick kills anything without & second chance (if
you hit thes}!

2} Start out seall, trick only seall things, run 4rom
the rest.

3! GSome people tell you to save alot, I would have to
disagree, ssving in this gase is for when you quit only. One
of the bad parts about this gaee is, if you die, you're deac.
{Unless you have a certain progras that is!)

4; The best weapon is the Magical Flasesward, The best
argor 15 the Crystal Piate. The best shield is a Magical
Tower Shield,

5} Try not to eix potions, they cen heve hazardous or
istal effects. (h potion of Treasure Finding sixzd with
anything will create a DERDLY Poizen!)

Have fun!!

If you have a gaae you want reviewed, leave me HMail on
SPACE, as Roger Mier, Breyhawk, or Warp 1@ as FHLOD, or call
se at 635-9625, 1'll see what 1 can de.

Here is this months installeent of Werdsearch. This acnth it
is Cosputers.

Titie: COHPUTERS
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NEXT
MEETING

Disk Drives: Computers:

ATARI 810 (Stock) ATARI 800 (48K)
1050 (U.S5. Doubled!)  ATARI 130XE (320K)

ATART XF-551 ATARI 800XL
Neat Stuff:

1 MEG MIO Light Pen 1020 Plotter
' ¥EBEC 1410& Hard Disk Controller
ATARI XMM801 Dot-Matrix Printer

SpartaDos X (Cartridge)
Basic XE Mac 65 and Toolkit

Software:
PaperClip (V 2.1) sinfile + XE Magic

SynCalc  SX Express! XLent MegaFiler

MANF MANY MANY MANY MORESTS

Magazines and Books, too!
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President ¢ Nathan Block 1 922-8012
Vice-President ! Ken Modeen ¢ €25-1250
Secretary ¢ Pat Krenn $ 631-3136
Disk Librarian ¢ Joe Danke 3 177-9500
Paper Librarian ¢ Jio Schieb ? 721-4183%
Neabership Chairaan ¢ Glen Kirschensann ¢ 786-4790
SPACE/MAST Treasurer ¢ Allan Frink ¢ 429-4909
SPACE Mewsletter Editer ¢ Michael Schaidt ¢ 157-4192

Saint Paul Atari Computer Enthusiasts (SPACE) eeets on the
second friday of each sonth at 7:30 pa in the Falcon Heights
Cosaunity Center at 2077 West Larpenteur Ave. Doors epen at

1:00 pa.
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SPACE

P.0O. Box 120016

New Brighton Mn $SS112

DISCLAIMER B |

Published by the Saint Pawl Atari Cosputer Enthusiasts
(SPACE), an independent organization w=ith no  business
aftiliation with ATARI Corporation. Permission is granted to
any sieilar erganization with which  SPACE  exchanges
newsletters to reprint saterial from this newsletter. Me do
hewever ask that credit be given te the authors and to SPACE.
Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do met
necessarily reflect the views of SPACE, the club officers,
tlub aeabers or ATARI Corporation.

SPACE BULETIN BUARD
BBS Phone!(612)-488-5973

§YSuP: Larry Serfrflat

€0-SYSOP: Open Position
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