/SPACE MEETING

Newz Fros The Frez
Septesber of 1551

Hello again meshers! Well, Fall is right around the
corner, and with the cocler weather, I trust cosputers will
be running sore and eore frequently, Fall is usually the
busiest time of the month for the club for thiz and other
reasons.

It has beer suggested that we start planning the
Christeas meeting very very early so that we can have another
grezt smeeting like our July meeting. 1 am 2ll for this and
it will be on the agenda this month. For the Septesber
seeting, we will have another round of trivia set up as well.
The SPACE Programming Team (SPT) will have another meeting
and anybody is welcoae to join in, Me will also discuss the
elections which are rapidly approaching us in Noveseber.

Many of you know that I work at Budget Coaputers and sy
boss, Jerry Dunn, never cesses to amaze ae. Recently he sade
& rather large purchase of software that consisted of
“clamshei: software” (scftware packaged in clam style clear
plastic containersi, unboxed commercial disks and defective
returned soitware. [ menaged to find soke time to sort
through a bit of it and 1 found MENY ATARD software titles,
I wez abie to test them and found many of thes worked.  Many
of these tities will show up on my “Budget Computer table® at
the next meeting. Many of thes are WGT games, I found three
EXCELLENT Davideon educaticnal titles that were almost brand
new, You will WAKT to check these out, ATART software is
very hard to find and finds like these are valuable ard
scarce, [ have eade phone calls to software distributors
that Budget deaic with to check on ATARD sciétware and have
nat no success in locating & distributor. 5o it appears for
now the only outlets of ATARD software in Minnescta are The
Computer GStation, Lance Risgguist iwho is  faithfully
attending every meeting) and nyself through Budget Computers.
Between us, hopetully we will be able to furnish ATARI
computer pwners with the software they need.

I hope to see everyone at the coming Fall eeetings. 1 am
receiving eore good news about another aenitor purchase and
will continue to update you as Craig Larson gets in touch
with me, Hore than ever we need your total support to our
little club. I want to see SPACE become the leading ATARI
user group in the country by the end of this year and I know
we can do it with cur drive and detereination. The ATARI
coakunity needs us, so let's help SPACE rise to the occasion,

See YOU at the meetings!

Nathan Block

Hinutes of S.F.A.C.E. Meeting
fug 9th 1991 7:30 pe
The eeeting was called to order by President Nathan Block.
Mike Schmidt, Dur newsletter editor, announced that due to
spse changes in our printing arrangements, the cost of
printing and mailing our weonthly newsletter will go up
approximately #i8.8@ a weonth. Sherean Erickson alsc
volunteered some drive time each sonth to deliver and pick up
the newsletter from the printer.
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Mike Weict asked i a tape recorder could be secured by
the group somehow to tape the sonthly meetings., Any donated
tape recorder not being used would be appreciates. Mike Weist
alse brought ep the idea of nase buttons for the mesbers. 4ll
meabers could easily identify earh other by nase if everyone
had a 5.FP.A.C.E. na2e button on, Mike has a line on & source
for these buttons at an estimated cost to the club of 58
cents a button. Mike will fry get sose sasples to one of the
upcoming meetings for mesbers tc look at.

Larry Serflatten, our new BHES GYSOF, entered into a
discussion with the group concerning upcosing modifications
to the BBS.

Joe Danko showed the 5§Z12 modems purchased last aonth
through & sail order outlet in Plymouth Mn. The price that
S.F.A.C.E. purchased the modems at was $29.9%. The price has
gone down to $19.95 since then. The wmodess bought by
S.P.8.C.E. will be raffled off in the futere. G.F.A.C.E.
bought Z sodems for future raffles,

B:1@ psn The seeting was closed by Fresident Naifar Block.
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I have mentioned the forthcoeing Ateri STBeok in  sose
messages and have obtained soke spec sheets frok Eill mehbock
just wetore he left today to take two of thee to 2 big show
in Germany, Bill says 1 say share thes with vyou.
apecitications are always subject to change and 1 @ay  leave
sore put that I consider most “changeable®, Sut naving said
that, they re pretty soiid. (Just tryin to cover ®y pases:.

Let ne say first that STBook and the Fortfclic are as
marketably different as they are the saee. The STHook appeals
to an established woridwide market of Atar: 5T/Megz users by
sharing 05 compatibility. I am caspaigning that it can alse
be perceived as a step up product from the Forticlio in that
it offers superb lightweight productivity, access teo
thousands of established software prograses, but alsc as much
share ASCI] files with other computers as the Fortfoclio can
through the Serial Fort.

On with the specs . . .

This new laptop entry by Atari sports am B.5% = 11°
tootprint, is only 1.4* thick {37es) and weighs only 4.3 lbs.
A7 “RA" battery pack is provided for i8-12 hours of
operation. An optional rechargeable battery pack will ope
available which recharges in just 2 hours while the computer
is running., It offers MIDI IN/OUT ports (another musicians
dreas in the Atari collection), R5232 Serial port, FParallel
port and & floppy disk/ACSI DWA port for an external drive,
hard disks, CD-ROM, lasers, etc. Built-in  hard drive
capacities include the cptions of 4@, 68, B8 and {@2 mt.

The highly defined LCD screen cffers 64Bx402 resclution
{monc) and it has & 3 voice, prograssable sound generator.
The specs say 84/B5 key keyboard (7) which partialiy censist
of 18 function keys and 4 cursor keys. There is a connector
for a standard size Atari keyboard and an opticn for an
external 16-key numeric keypad.



Those not familiar with the Atari 05 should know that it
is graphics based ias easy as & NAC [I think easierl) which
means that point and click mouse operations are intergral.
The STBook introduces a unique new mouse alternative for
portability. It has a built-in Atari pressure semsitive
Vector-Fadites, using F5R technology. What that seans is that
the pad is not only directional sensitive, but pressure
sensitive az well. The mouse moves faster, the harder it is
tapped.

It will be available with 1 or 4 HEG RAM and 312K ROM
ienough for everyone?) and includes the popular  Atari
BLiTTER(t®} chip for taster graphics draws. An internal 2488
baud modes OR 9682 bazud/fax modek will be available.

The systes archetecture is 68888 cpu based operating at
BRHz with a 32-bit internal bus, 24-bit external address bus
and 16-bit external data bus. The expansion bus is a 128-pin
fuli-function commector,

I did not notice statements of built-in applications
although there are hints of thes as the cosputer may be set
in sleep sode te eonitor alarms and appointments.

The operating systes is already supported by thousands of
professicnal, hose and entertainment offerings. CompuServe
supports the environment very well (Type 60 ATARIPRO). Al
existing mono apps are instantly compatible.

I urge interested developers to get in touch with Atari
immediately. There is a wealth of developsent support in
place for the platfore and I think this will becose quite a
hot ticket. ! do not have prices, but (like the Portfolic)
ftari's trademark #ill always be assoriated to “Fower Without
The Price".

I would be happy tc answer what I can, but be forewarned
that this is ali I have in writing at_this point.

To contact Atari call (408) 745-2888 and ask for
Developer Support. 1 am happy to help anycne too.

Don Thomas
CIS II: 7330B,1267

Big Deal Atari Explorer Discount Oifer!

Atari lUser Groups are the backbone of the Atari
cosmunity, and an important resource for Atari owners in
their areas. Likewize, you Atari-owning  CompuServe
subscribers help support a valuable resource for inforsation
and exchange. In an important sense, the CospuServe Atari
Forums are a lser Group, too!

Atari gains a let from your efforts, and we're very
grateful for your support. 5o, from now until Decesber 31,
1991, Atari Explorer {the Official Atari Journall wants to
say “"thank you® to Atari User Groups and CompuServe users all
across the U.5., by offering a 33% discount on Atari Explorer
subscriptions! That's right -- for just $%.93, you can get
six big issues (one year, regular price $14.93) of Atari
Explorer ($24.95 for B issues, three years, regular price
$39.95). Or, if you already subscribe, we'll extend your
subscription at the sase low rates!

To qualify, just provide the inforsation on User Group
seabership {or Coepuberve subscribership) requested on the
subscription form, below' (Credit-card orders, call our
customer-service line at (218) 723-928Z.) And please, pass
the word!

(Dffer limited to members in good standing of registered
Atari User Groups, or Compuberve subscribers, who reside in
the Continental U.5. Discounts are not additive (that is, if
you're BOTH a member of a User Group AND a CoepuServe
subscriber, you STILL only get 334 off! Sorry!} Offer void
after Decesber 31, 1991.)

Subscription Order Fora
I certify thet I as & sesber in good standing of:

{(User Group Nase):

+oo Or @ current subscriber to CompuServe Inforaation Service
{CompuServe 10 -- NOT PASSKORD!} :

{Your Signature):

Yes! Please enter my subscription to Atari Explorer at the
money-saving discount rate I checked below!

{One year, & issues)

9.95
24,95 (Three years, 1B issues)

{1 %9,
() $24,
{ ) Payment Enclosed (Check or money order) Amt:

{ ) Please charge ay VI5A/MasterCard

Card Nusber:
Expires:

Signature:

Name:

Address:

City: States __ lIip:_

Send to:

Atari Explorer Discounts,
P.0. Box b4BE,

Duluth, WN 55886



First Tise Online
Getting Started in Atari Telecosputing
By MATTHEW RATCLIFF
Rerrinted froe ANTIC, April 1988

Telecomputing is more than just another way to use your
cosputer. MWith the help of inexpensive modem hardware
connected to the R5-232 serial interface of your Atari, vyour
telephone line becomes a gateway to hundreds of other Atari
users who share your interests.

The smost coseon and affordable use for a eodem is
accessing local bulletin board systeas (BBS). These are
siaply modes-equiped computers running special comsunications

spftware which autosatically answers the phone, thus allowing -

callers to access the computers databases with their own
eodess and computers.

In principle, the local BES is not all that different from
the bulletin board down at the laundromat execpt that it can
be much sore interactive. Accessing a BBS can be a real
social event where you share ideas with other modem users on
sany topics. A BB is a place where you could make fast,
litelong friends. If you ever actively used a CB Radio, then
you already have & good feel for what it's like to
coasunicate with others on a BBS.

Over § years ago [ called my first sysopisystea operator
who owne and saintzins the BBS host computer). He has becose
a very good friend and we both are now officers in the saee
Atari users group d{coeputer clubl. Sysope dedicate their
cosputer, modee and phone line to 2 BBS just for the love of
it. Setting up and running a BBS can be an expensive and
tise-consumming process-addictive too.

A BBS is usually made up of several database “foruss®,
each one covering & different topic. Typically you will find
a #ain database on more general interests and at least one on
prograseing, Other common foruss include movie reviews,
coasentaries on sports, coverage of local cosputer club
events and computer gassang tips.

Talking with a BBS over your modee is like rumning a
progras on your own cosputer, with senus to quide you along.
At the main menu you might choose the general interest forum.
There you could read sessages and reply to thee as well,
Entering and editing a message takes a bit of practice, but
the BBS software usually provides enough help to get the job
done.

However, a BES has aore to offer than just an arena for
debate. Generally the BBS will provide a database of public
dosain prograes that you can “download®, using your
software’'s cossunications protocol for transfering progras
files over the phone. Sysops may require that you contribute
to the forums or upload public domain files occasionally to
achieve higher “clearance” allowing you more freedoa on the
BES.

O to a couple of posts from the SPACE BBS:

BBE Corner:

Title: FRIENDS SALE
Author: ROBERT WHIFFEN
To: k1l
Posted: Sat 31-Aug-91 at 11:48:Q1ps

The following Itemss are for sale by a friend of aine,

ATART BBBAL (64K).ivrenans sssssavesnansnnssansransrenes S4B, 00
ATARD ASXE (320K} +ULTRA SPEED (BY C55)uievenrecivinns $200. 82
INDUS BT DRIVE W/NEW PONER PACK.uueevsvasassersenans o $128.80
1858 DD W/ULTRA SPEED, SUPER ARCHIVER AND SILENCER....$222.00
HAENAVOX RBE MONITOR...evessansnns A sl .8 $15e.02
1818 PROGRAN RECORDER.ssesssssaventraninisirsnsssnsnsesa$i, 88
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All cables, power supplies and manuals.
Many, Many software titles:
Exasple; Kambrandt{4)disks, creative process, Photo Graphics,
Mapware (2 disks) and Print Shop w/3 graphics disks and 11
disks from Florida PC Library.
Leave ne a message or write to:

Mary Betzler

16 lves Road

Silver bay, MN. 55614

{218) 226-3851

Here is an upload froe Nathan to the BBS:

The following list of ATARL itees will be for sale at the
September seeting of SPACE (9/13/91).

ATAR] BBOXL, ATARI B18, ATARI Touch Tablet (includes ATARI
Artist software), ATARI Printer 1BZ7

Cartridge Software:

Eduational Systes Master Cartridge, Basic, #stercids, Music
Composer, Star Raider, Centipede, Coaputer Chess, FacHan,
Basketball, GSuper Breakout, HMissile Cossand, Submarine
Cossander, Donkey Kong, Donkey Kong Junior, Kaboom, Fole
Position, B-Bert

Disk Software:

Weekly Flanner, Atari Financial Wizard, Basic Atari, Atari
Safari, Caverns of Mars, Movie Maker, Graphics Magician
Picture Painter, Apple Panic, Word Flyer, Frogger, Ninia,
Letter Perfect, Seven Cities of Gold, Personal Financial
Managesent Systea, bhost Hunger, Alien Encounter, O0'Riley's
Mine, Pinball

Tape Software:

COMPLETE SET OF DOSETT EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS Learning Tapes,
Conversational Spanish, Conversational French, An Invitation
to Programming #2, An Invitation to Prograsming #3, HMissile
Comaand,



The One Heg, 80RIL
By Rich Mier, SPALE

The Newell Ind. upgrade
tor the BRE,1ZBBYL works BREAT,
but iz a little cosplicated to install,
1 did thic first one on a B0@IL and I took my tise. Even sp,
I think it would take me about 4 hours to install anather.
This ic a I@BEK upgrade, as the original &4K is still used,
not replaced. Also, it uses | Meg RAMs {or DRAMs as soae
peopie like to rall thee. Have to make things more
coaplicated then they really are.t.

First of all, the upgrade board that coses is a Rev B, and
pust have Z changes installed in it even before you open up
your computer. The way around this is to send the board
back, aleng with $28 and they will send you their Rev C
board. These two revisions require 2 chip removals and Z new
chipe installed, 17 foil cuts and 14 wire adds, They provide
one of the chips, but you must provide the second one. You
MUST be able to use a soldering iron and work with 38 ga.
wire. Otnerwise, DON'T attempt this. Take it to someone wha
can or see the end af this article for inforeatior and price
to have Kewell install it for you.

Next is the actual installation in your 88@IL. This, I
sust say, could have been made MUCH simpler. As it is, you
have to connect 26 indiviual wires to the 808 XL weother
board. Most of these could have been prewired to Z-48 pin
chip sockets with only & wires that would have to go directly
to the Xt board. The original 4K of RAM is left in place,
with one of the chips resoved and installed in & chip socket
on the upgrade board. & short cable with a socket header is
plugged in here and goes to the Upgrade board.

When Cospleted, the top shield will not fit, unless you
get out your tin-snips and cut out a fairly large hole on the
left side above the existing RAM and over to the side of the
RF Wodulator. This is what 1 did. You could leave the
shield off, but I prefered to keep it as much in-tact as I
could. Aleo, 2 hole must be drilled in the rear and 2 toggle
switch imstalled. GSwitch is NOT included and is not
required, but sose people might want it. It will only work
with Atari DOS and will allow Booting with the internal BASIC
on or off {Might work with HYDOSI. If on, and Atari DOS, you
can now gc to the CART from the DOS menu, but ONLY from Atari
D05, 5SpartalllS usere can't use this. Program control of
BASIC ic not supported. You can use an External BASIC cart.
I did try an external Cart, and after I turned off ey
EXPRESS! Cart, it worked just fine.

——

There are 3
Methods of instailation
available, each with a different
addressing schese. The first one is the
recoegended one and the one that I used, This is
the only one cospatiable with SpartaD0S and follows the
fAddressing of the previous 1 Meg upgrades for the XL/XE
(Scott Peterson for one). I have never installed that one as
I didn’'t like the idea of 'Piggy-Backing' 4-256K chips on top
of each other, tises 8 Stacks, to sake 1 Meg.

For Spartadlb users, this is a BREAT wupgrade. SpartaDls
3.2d, use the File RD188B.COM to set ep the RAM Disk, This
file allows the use of the options */E" and “/N' although it
doesrn't say so. The comsand is “RDIBGE Dy: [optl®. The ‘¥’ is
the drive nusber you want the Ramdisk installed az. BiB3& Free
sectors (Single Densityl when the /E option is NOT wused. 1
noted a few minor probless with RL1E88.C0M:

i} For sose reason, you can not fill the Raedisk. It will
always have about 25 Free sectors that can't be used. Maybe
the prograe isn't subtracting the sectors used for the
Directory. 1 didn’t lock into it.

2} The RDI1BBB.COM file can not be used in a STARTUP,BAT
file unless it is the Last comsand in the 4ile. For some
reason, after the Ramdisk is installed, it Always returns to
the “Di:" prompt and aborts the rest of the .BAT file
execution. A good ML prograser aight be able to fix this, but
['s not & prograeer!

For SDX users, just change your CUNFIB.5YS, or add to it
if you didn't have a Raedisk before. "DEVICE RAMDISK X,44".
This is if you are using “USE SPARTA* and ‘LEVICE GSPATA
OSRAM", What I actually used is:

USE BANKED
DEVICE SPARTA
DEVICE RAMDISK 9,39

The ‘9" is the Ramdisk number, D9: or I:. 59 is & Banks
less then the full 44 Banks available. | Bank will be used by
§DX and 4 Banks are to keep cospatibillity with the (3RIE
(64K of extended RAM for programs to use). There was
someplace in the area of 3888 Double Density Sectors
available with this setup. Another thing I did try with GSIX
was te setup sutiple Ramdisks:

DEVICE RAMDISE 8,29  (DB: or H:i

DEVICE RAMDISK 9,38  (D9: or l:i

Only SDX has this abillity and it works fine. Here again,
I used 5 Banks less.

A Modified MYDOS 4.5U coses with the Upgrade kit and I did
fioot it up and give it a try. Sorry, I'm & deticated
SpartaD0S user and hate Menus, sp I only wade sure the basics




worked, When it was BOOTING, it did come up on Screen with
the normal 13@XE “Setting up I13BXE Rasdisk®, but it took much
longer to cosplete. After arriving at the DOS Menu, there was
a about 798B Free Sectors and DD5.DUP and MEM.SAV where both
setup in the Ramdisk. On the disk there is a test progras
that very quickly checks that all 64 Banks are present. It is
in BASIC, so I used it fros SDX with no probless.

Being the first upgrade of this type, naturally, 1'd have
probiess, but the probles turned out to be in the Computer,
NOT the upgrade. This particular BBBXL was giving the owner
strange errors with BASIC before the upgrade was installed.
It turned cut to be the 65820, CPU chip that was heat
sensitive. After that was fixed, I used it on my systea, a |
Heg WID and 28 Meg Hard drive using both SpartaDDS 3.2d and
Si{, a ICD R-TimeB and the EXPRESS' terminzl C[Cart. No eore
probless were encountered. It worked Flawlessly!

More notes; This upgrade maintains the Antic Extened :

Addressing Kode, where ALL the other upgrades to the XL/XE's
dorn “t.

With a few more changes, the | Meg RAMs can be swapped for
4§ Meg RAMs and you can have a 4 meg, XL. With this change
though, you lose ALL coepatibiiity with existing prograss.
With a littie work, 1'e sure a BES program could be
re-written to work with it. That's the only use I can think
of for 4 Meg of Ramdisk,

Newell Industries has three 1Meg/4Meg upgrades available.
One for the BBE/128¢ IL, one for the 63XE and one for the
{38%E. I'm sure the two XE upgrades will be harder as the
XE s have very few socketed chips.

NERELL Industustries

F.0. Box 253

Wylie, Ty, 75898

Phone (214} 442-661Z

$45.95 Less RAN's. Shipping is free. Sorry, no credit

cards, but COD is free. $44.08 for B-1 Mec RAMs. Might want
to call thes tor the lastest RAM prices as they are falling
monthly. (%338 for 8-4 Heg RéMzi!Y)

1o do the fuii wpgrade, you will need the following:

B - 1 Meg kéMs (18 pin, DIL chips. 128 NSec ones
gre fine. Don't think they are made any slower.)

{ - 74L58E (14 pin, DIL chip}

t - SPST toggle switch,

# couple feet of 38 ga insulated wire.

The tools I won't mention, as if you are capable of doing
this upgrade, you'll know what it takes. Yes, 1'e trying to
scare you away froa attespting it, as it is a lot of selder
reaoval, wire cutting, wire insulation stripping, and
soldering., One misswire, one lifted/broken foil, one
unclipped pigtail, and | don’t want to be the one trying to
fix it. Oh, 1 almpst forgot. Newell will install the upgrade
tor $30. plus shipping. Figure about $42.

At the time of this writing, Newell has a 6SKE and a
BBEiL, both with the ! Keg Upgrade installed, for $185. each.
That's $1@ sore than BYC ComputerVisions sells a 256K BREBIL,
and $118 LESS then they sell their 1 MNeg B888NL's. Those
prices are from the July, ‘91, Atariliser magazine.

For everyone's inforaation, the 88BXL is now on WARF 18
BES and working perfectly

Here 15 the sciution to the August Mordsearch:

Titie: HOLIDAY'S
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INDEFENDERCE  THANKSGIVING ~ VALENTINES  PRESIDEWTS
STRATRICKS GOODFRIDAY CHRIGTHAS HALLOWEEN
MEMORIAL COLURBUS HANUKKAH MOTHERS
FATHERS VETERNS LABER

Here ie thic months installment of Word Search. Thic sonth it
is Cities and other Towns.,

LUAPTNIARSNKIVIPEKARAET
HIFYRSILOPRENKNIMARLU
POCPIYLRBYRGEELPEFPDSE
CKWNJBIYREBTKOCILUETLN
NEGXISAAYNALUNLSARNED
RNCDBMVSSLICLOBIDNHLT
IYEWLMAGRDEWNNULERAIILE
CANLIKUAXBINKDODECLEN
HNIKOLESYLKPHEUD I LI
FWRNVEHEARUMAARDRUBSRM
IEADEVSIGUIXORWANVID
EJRTXMIPEOTRUWENLYFFO
LNITANHLELLIVESORRGEL
DHHNROZIVHYXJRSLSYOGFDE
WNLONSESTILLWNARTERDCHF
WHITE BEAR LAKE ~ HMINNEAPOLIS  BLOOMINGTOR  COON RAFIDG
LAUDERDALE ARDEN HILLE  STILLWATER SRINT FAUL
RICHFIELD ROSEVILLE REDRING WILLKAK
DULUTH RAMSEY ANDKA

bOK INFG: Due to & harddrive failure with the harddrive used
by Joe Danko, there will not be a DOM article this month.
There may not be a DOM either.
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Saint Paul Atari Computer Enthusiasts (SPACE) aents on the
second friday of each sonth at 7:30 pa in the Falcon Heights
Cosaunity Center at 2077 West Larpenteur Ave. Doors open at
7:00 pa.
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SPACE
P-0O. Box 120016

New Brighton Mn SS112

DISCLAIMER N

Published by the Saint Paul Atari Cosputer Enthusiasts
(SPACE), an independent erganization with mno  Dbusiness
aftiliation with ATARI Corperation. Permission is granted to
any sisilar erganization with which SPACE  exchanges
newsletters to reprint saterial from this memsletter. We (o
hewever ask that credit be given o the authors and to SPACE.
Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of SPACE, the club officers,
¢lub sesbers or ATARI Corporation.
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