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As you can see there will be a swap meet at the April
aeeting. This is a good tise to get rid of that old qase
you never play anysore, or that ald joystick that works ok
but the new one you bought fits your hand better.
Resbesber, "ALL SOFTWARE MUST BE ORIGINAL. NO COPYS!®
Also, software should be cosplete with docusentatioa! fie
will have the club’s 400 and 130xe avaiable to check
software on. Please just sake sure it loadsj don't play
the whale gase!
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Bring your paid up seabership card up to the
president, and he will enter your nase in the door prize
drawing. The door prizes are donated by the vendars who
sell at cur seeting, and advertise in our newsletter: BiD
Hose Cosputer, Mindtools, User Friendly and Wizard's Wark.
The prizes include the following at this tise: The PARTY
QUIT game, some 10-PACKS of DISKs, JOYSTICKS and other
assorted prograss. If your sesbership is out of date see
Bob Siede, our Treasurer.

MAST seabers, WANT TO SELL 8-BIT EQUIP.?7?? Cose to the
8-Bit aeeting on the 1lth.

THE PRES.

MARCH SPACE MEETINE NINUTES
by Bab Floyd

The last SPACE aeeting was held Friday, March 14,
1986.

In *News/Rusors®, it was reported that the &3XE is now
available, since all the 800XL's have been sold. The
*Learning Phone” (PLATOD) cartridge is now available
locally. Ultiea IV will saon be here from Electronic Arts.

Vice President Jia Schulz reported on ST news (see
AST sminutes). Treasurer Bob Siede reported a balance of
$953.15 and that the MAST group is alaost breaking even
already. ANALOG disk librarian Bob Floyd explained that he
accidentally reversed the reasons for re-registering with
hia (SPACE renewal vs. ANALOE renewal). Bob will aiss the
nest SPACE aeeting, so Larry Vandenplas will be secrestary

1986 PAGE 2

for the April SPACE seeting and Dianne Haug ill handle
ANALOB dicks. Dianne will be handling AMALOE JOM's from
now an. Frank Haug showed BOINK and FUJI Boink froa the
disk of the sonth. There was also a “moviesaker® double
sided disk for saie. The BBS is up and running.

The ribbon re-inker got its first few custosers. Cast
for re-inking is $1.00 and is for the wide cartridge Epsons
and spool-to-spool ribbons only, at this tise. Bruce has
inforeation on where Rana drives can be serviced. There
were coaplaints that purchased ANTIC Magazine software is
unreliable. There will be a swap aseet at the April
seeting. Bruce Haug deso'd how to use 2 sodea and call up
a Bulletin Board. He used a-VCR to show a session
previosly recorded at hose so he could rewind and show
things over again.

DOM (dah dus dum dusas)
By: Frank Haug

(Don‘t sind the spring husor please) Well, [ hope you
all had a happy Easter. It would have been nice ta have had
some Easter type prograss, but we can’'t cry over spilt ailk
right?

I would like to thank all the pecple who have
contributed to the DOM and I hope others will fallow their
pxaaple.

Enough of that. This sonth we will also be selling
{for $4) a MEMBER-WRITTEN prograa (yes, meaters do write
prograss; believe it or not.) called GHIL. It is a graphic
utility that allaws you to manipulate previously saved
pictures fros the Koala/Atari touch tablet, It has too
many features to descibe here in detail. But it caoses with
instructions, so fear not.

Now the soment you've all been waiting for...

On with the prograss on the April 1986 DOM.

1.ACROBAT - Use the joystick to jusp (push upl,dive
{push down) and somersault (trigger) past obstacles.

2.MINDBST.BAS - A nerve-racking dizifying pattern
satching puzzle.

I.TRACER.COM - Tron light cycles for two players
{needs two jaysticks). Trigger speeds you up.

4.FUJISWAN.COM - Another Atari graphic deso.

5.B10PLOT - Biorythya on screen w/ optignal 1020
plotted chart.

This month we will have a UPDATED listing of the DOM
library.Remeaber, if [ don’t have a copy of the past
disk{s) you want, leave your nase and the names of the
disk{s} you want.
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GWH1Z, a print utility for Koala graphics
by John Novotny

Recently, 1 provided SPACE with a copy of sy graphics
editor progras for uncospressed KOALA-type disk files, to
be sade available to SPACE aeabers. It is a BASIC program
with aachine lanquage routines for all time critical
processing, requiring 48K of RAM. Following is a suamary
of its capabilities:

1} Load and save full-screen graphics disk files.
Jisk directory access is provided.

2) Add text in default colors { thru 3. Text say be
added in "Add® or "Replace® aodes, with separate width and
height options.

3) Exchange colors (color O=color 3, color t=color 2).

4) Shade any of the four colors separately, with four
patterns available. Shading consists of replacing the
selected color with color 0 pattern, except shading color 0
adds color 3 pattern.

5) Flip (invert) and sirror screen sesory (useful for
generating different attidudes of [CONs, see belowl.

6) Add grid to the graphics screen to provide
coordinates for locating editing tasks.

7} All changes go to the tesporary screen sesory
buffer (SC), and are transferred to a persanent buffer (5%)
under keyin control.

8) Print graphics using Epsen RX-80 printer (the
docusent on disk tells which 2 program lines have printer
specific code), Print options are print colors 1-3, only
calor 3, or colors 1,2, A feature ta change the graphics
screen colars 1,2 to 3 say be used to see what a print
colors 1-3 isage will look like.

In addition to the above functions, the following
partial screen (ICON) capabilities are provided. The basic
ICON function is the ability to lift off any part fall
colars or only calor 3) af the current graphics screen {up
to 90+% of the screen area). The uses of this are several,
as follows: '

$} Hold part of a picture while a2 screen function is
perforsed. An ICON aay be held in the ICON buffer while
the screen buffer is reloaded with another picture or -
changed with any af the screen editing coamands. I[n fact,
up to {0 ICONs may be in the ICON buffer at any one tiae,

as long as the sus of their areas does not exceed the 90+1 .

of screen %axieus.

2) An ICON aay be put back to the screen buffer in
*Add" of *Replace® mades, and optionally enlarged {separate
width and height parameters).

I) An ICON aay be rotated 90 degrees counter
clockwise. The rotated ICON is a new ICON of area equal to
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the source ICON - the largest ICON that can be rotated is
1/2 the maxisua ICON size.

4) Any ICON may be deleted from the ICON buffer, with
the resaining ICONs left intact.

5) ICONs may be saved and loaded to disk files. Width
and height values preceed the graphics data in the file.

&) Print ICON, with all the features as for print
screen buffers.

The sain idea behind the prograa is to prepare )
graphics for use with a future progras which will generats
docusents by cosbining text and graphics files. The
current print graphics feature is intended to give you a
hard copy record of your graphics files (each print
graphics is preceeded with an 1D, i.e. file-nage ar
whatever you wish). Also to show you what the printer
image will laok like. Meanwhile, you may find soae af the
editing features useful just for screen graphics files.

. L
8 & 0 HONE_ CONPUTER SUPFLIES

S 1/4 SSDD FLOPPYS
10 FOR $2:8€6.90

3 1/2 $S0D FLOPPYS
10 FOR $20:68 /890

BUTTONS 8,50 EA
100 TO CHOOSE FROM

| f'r'?"-ﬂ»l E i
R R CURINANELSISE

F
CHRIS-
Sorry. I’ll run it next month.
-BOB
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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR
by Beb Floyd

DCM sales - I'd like to thank all of you who are
buying the disk of the scath. The sales have been terrific
and should put MAST in the black and earning soney towards
a club owned ST. The high nuaber of disk sales is a
reflection of the value ot the disks, and the asount of
tise and enerqgy Jia Schulz puts inta it.

Texans - Ne now have 2 sesbers froa Texas thanks to an
article ! wrote for the 3M cosputer club newsietter. Bob
Boren and Heary Kubicek of Brownwood, Texas are the first
{and probably not the last) MAST aeshers fros qut of state.
They are buying the DOM's even though they don’t yet own
ST’s (I think they're waiting on the 1040°s).

Valworld Gazette - The *Valdorld Gazette® is a
bisonthly publication that has been around for over 2
years. They were supporting the Epson 0X-10 cosputer only,
until now. VMG is now covering the ST and has sent us 6 or
8 copies to hand out at our seeting. It ismn’t too
iapressive because the information is somewhat light and
outdated. But, it will probably isprove greatly over the
next few issues.

Mac Esulator - This is ose of those good news and had
news situations. The good news is that Data Pacific has -
developed the *Mac Cartridge® for L segabyts sonochrose
ST°s. The bad news is that it actually uses the Apple ROM
obtained from service centers. I can't isagine Apple
selling their RONs in large quantities for use in an ATARI
cartridge. Don't expect ta see this one on store shelves.
{khy do people work aon things like this with such an
obvious fault?) :

No Lights - Sorry to those who couldn’t find the
aeeting place on March 21. There was a mixup with the
janitor resetting the autosatic timers.

ST-File - From the sakers of ST-Talk, here is the
database I've been waiting for. It features sany of the
standard features and aore. But even sore impartantly, it
has the ability to read DIF (data interchange forsat)
files. This seans that [ can finally (and easily} canvert
ay rather large SynFile+ databases to the ST since both
pragrass support DIF. Does anyone eise know of Database
prograes for the ST that support DIF file transfers? If
50, let us know at the sesting. I°s sure sany Atarians
would like to convert froa SynFile+ {the sost cosmon B-bit
databasel to a program on the ST.
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March MAST Meeting Minutes
by Bob Floyd

The last MAST seeting was held Friday, March 21, 1984.
Thare was alat of *News/Rusors®., Here are the
highlights:

The ROMs are here and alsost everyone has thes installed
already.

The 104058Ts are in California now and should be availatble
lacally by the end af March.

There will be 3 new version of TOS in ROM available by
the end af susser. The CPM eaulator should be on hand soon
- it will run Wordstar and Microsoft BASIC. ‘

The NS-DOS esulator that is heing developed features an
8088 processor + S12K on board RAM. It will rus Lotus and
Syaphony, among others. The price will be arcund $200
without the 5.25" drive.

The new *bit-blitter® chip being developed will use a
daughter board for installation.

The new LOGD that was shipped #ith the RON's is faster
than the original LOGO.

A wild rusor is that Asiga is working on an ST esulator
and that Aeiga is re-writing their operating systea fraa
seratch. X

Soseone is working on a 4 segabyte upgrade (where will it
end?). Activision bought Infacos.

ViP and Shanner are still feuding.

A lot of Unix type products are on the way, sose with
sultitasking capabilities.

The TT 32 bit sachine will likely be shown as a ST add-on
at the Hanover, West Geraany show in April. '

Scott Hutchinson will be the MAST secretary beginning
in April (thanks Scott!). Jia Schulz sade 4 asazing
disks-of-the-sonth, plus a special disk on artificial
intelligence. Jia palled mesbers on their preference of
picture disks for future release. A squeezed foraat will
probably be used. Bab Floyd requested seabars with ANALOG
sagazine subscriptions to register with him so that we can
get a club disk subscription in the future at a reduced
rate.

The BBS at Mindtools is up and running (542-R980) and
is available to MAST aesbers. User Friendly alse has a 3BS
{786-2438). MAST mesbers are also welcaae.

Wizard‘'s Work is now an authorized ST service canter.
User Friendly is also authorized.

Dema’s included an extensive look at the disk of the
sonth by Jia Schulz. A fantastic beta copy of Joust was on
one the disks. Todd Burkey of Mindtools showed Micro
C-5hell, a Unix-like shell over TOS. It ailaows one to run
prograss, renaze files, etc. in auch the sase way as Unix.
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Disk of the Month - April
by Tim Schulz

fifter four disks last santh, the big question is how:
can [ top that??

This month so far public dosain software has heen in
short supply but prograss already slated for this sonth’s
disk of the aonth includes Cribbage in BASIC, Tiny BASIC
for thase wha don‘t like ST BASIC, XLISP, yes another
prograssing language, the underlying structure for LOSO.
These are sure things.

The rest will cose sore into focus in the next two
weeks as I start to cosb the BBSs for the country faor the
best software for DOM. For those who don't know, MAST has
3 disk of the sonth which we charge $53.00 for which is
packed full of public domain software for the ST. All
software prograss are checked by se and docusented in a
READ.ME file in each directory so you are sure you get
soaething that warks. So far we have a library of eight
disks after two aonths with scre to cose. The disks lack
like this so far:

February DOM #1 - Degas files, demos, GEM instruction
articles, and utility prograss.

February DOM 42 - Application prograss, gases, and
ausic prograas Atari T0S 2.0 - New version of Atari TCS on
disk with a full disk of disk related applications and
utility prograss.

March DOM #1 - Utility prograss.

Narch DOM #2 - Games and general ST inforsation.

March DOM #3 - Application programs, Degas files,
desos, and GEM instruction articles.

Narch DOM #4 - Modula deso, susic prograss, 0SS Pascal
inforsation and deags, and raadisk prograss Artificial Int.
- Deso of an very nice artificial intelligence progras.

deil, that’'s what we have sa far.

For sore details, see ae at the next MAST seeting. Other
D0M news: For thase who cannot sake the aeeting and still
would like the DOM, I will 2ail thea to you within one week
of the aeeting for the standard $5.00 plus $0.30 for
postage and handling for each disk.

My address is: 3244 Welcoae Avenue North Crystal, WN
s5422

Nec and Degas picture disks should be available at the
next seeting. Each disk will include squeezed picture
tiles, the unsqueeze prograa, and a slide show progras so
that you dan’t
need Neo or Degas to show off your ST.

Problems, probless, probless. I have recieved reports
that scae aof last sonth's disks were bad. If you got a bad
disk, bring the original disk to the naxt NAST aeeting for
a replacesent. Also on the last disk one file was
aisnased, The file CRABS.RSC cn the March DCM ¥ should be
CRAB,RSC. If it is renamed, selecting the CRABS entry in
the accessaries aenu will not crash you systea. )

4ell, that’s it for this sonth. I will see you at the
next MAST seeting with at least two full disks af the best
pubiic dosain software to be found froa the last aonth.
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Software Reviews
by Jia Schulz

locsracks by Quickview Systess

Did you ever see a progras that was beyond description
far its innovative may of attacking an application? Well,
this is that progras. This prograa is aleast teyond
description,

loosracks is a data base progras that sakes use of
index cards to crganize data inte racks. Sound
interesting?? I will go on. How about data base fisids of
up to 230 lines of data {3 pages in length)? looaracks
also includes on-line help through the presz of the heip
key, wacros, up to 9 racks in eesory at the same tise, and
sultiple racks on the screen at the sase tise, Still sound
intaresting??

dell... Iooeracks sight be an interesting prograa,
but it does have its drawbacks. Iooaracks is not an easy
praogras to learn. 1 don't know about you, but when I got 3
pragraa [ want to boot it and use it igmediataly. 1 don't
want to read long aanuals. [ want to use the prograa.
Iooaracks does coae with a long sanual, but in srder ta
understand this progras they tell you to use it. 0Othere
have said that the aanual is useless. Well, I tried the
nrogras and it after booting up left up with an options
screen. Two of these options are a tutorial of Zooaracks
and a desonstration of Icosracks. Hev, just what [ need [
thought.

Well... [ ran the desonstation. I caid to ayself,
*Bay, this prograa is really nzat.® The desonstatica
really whet ay interest. I had to experisent with this
progras. That was ay first probles. Once I went ahead and
experimented, I got lost. Yes, lost in a coaputer prograa.
loogracks does have a feature tc allcw you ta undo your
previous cosmand. But I did two cosmands. Hy cnly out,
azit the pragras.

Next ! tried the tutorial. Very well done. I learned
aore shout the program but I still dan't feel coafortabie
with this pragraa. Now for ay conclusion. You ready. You
think [ hate it. You think [ will never boot it again.

You think that I have been huailiated, outszarted &y a
coaputer program. well... na on all accounts. [ aa stiil
working at Zooaracks. loosracks is not the type of prograa
that yau sit down and iearn and use in one night and I
think the authars know this. The sanual says it between
the lines and the nragraa says it. The grograam and the
sanual lead vou through the progras but they just give vou
toc aany options., Yes, tos many.

For all it'e problems, losmracks is a very gocd
progras and very powerful both in design and
iaplesentaticn. -

Now the big guestion, do I recoesend that vou buy
it7?? dell... if you want tz take the tiaze and affort tg
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learn and use a very unigque and powerful datebase, I would
say yes, ga buy it. If you want to sit down tonight and
boot up the program and start entering data, I would say
no, forget it. )
looaracks reainds e of (oh no he is starting to drift
into his 800 past) Data Perfect. Data Perfect is a
powerful data base but often tises too hard for scst pecple
ta understand. Zloosracks is alot like this. It is a very
unique, innovative progras that is not for everyone.

Before I close this review, let se conclude with a few
facts. Zloosracks was written by five prograsasrs wha own
the cospany and are coasitted to the Ioosracks
architecture. They are very responsive to us the Atari ST
user and listen to our probless. [ talked with thes about
sy concerns and their response was ta play with the
pragras. Those who have used it and worked with say that
it that grows on you. Well, that's what I will do and will
get back to you an sy progress. -

Currently, their is no sath capability is Ioosracks.
This according to thea will be resedied with their June
release along with sose other goodies. Also they said they
ire planning to use the Zgosracks architecture for other
application prograss, including a telecossunications-
package. Now that I have to see!!! - .

Mlso Iposracks is not copy-protacted. Thamk you. Bu
please don’t sisuse this or else. That's loosracks. [ -
hope this will help you decide before you buy. -
Solitaire and 21 by Electrs »

Now to switch gears, STs are not all work and no play.
This progras 1 will endorse wholeheartedly as one of the
nicest ST gase prograss that I own. With this package, you
get both solitaire and 2! which bath use the GEM interface.
. You need help. Instructions are only a menu click away. 1
am a solitaire man syself and this gase [ keep right next
to ay cosputer to play before hedtiase.

Salitaire gives you twa options, one to redeal the
cards and the other to set the nuaber of cards to turn. 2!
also gives the option to redeal and the aption to set the
asount of your het on each gase.

Well, there is not a lot that I can say about this
program that is bad. Well... I did find one bug. If you
get this gase and play solitaire, keep your cards amay froa
the top of the GEM window. If you card touches the top of
the windaw, it is reboot tise. But now that I knaw this I
just watch out. In conclusion... buy this progras. It is
cheap for an ST program at $19.93 list. No sanual, but you
don't need one. Not copy protected, need | say sore. Also
when you select either salitaire or 2! to start, it loads
both. Mo additional disk access. Very nice. Need I say
aore...

Disk Library by Extended Software
1f you have been reading Antic since the ST first
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appeared, you probably caw an ad for this progras, lauding
a GEM interface and the ability to catalog your disks af 5T
software. I ordered this progras after reading in an Antic
CES article on Cospuserve that this progras was shipping in
two weeks. It sounded good but I am always a little leery
of magazine ads advertising prograss. Prograss are never
done when they say they will be. This is no exceptien. I
waited about five weeks and [ finally recieved a disk in
the sail. So I hooted it up.

" Wow, custos icons.

Yes, they designed their own disk icons. I quess they
didn't like Atari's. [ then started to pull down the
aenus. Save files, serge files, load files,... All the
standard file options. Display files by directory, file
nase, voluse nase, or all. -Acceptable. Print filae,
change voluse nase, search for file. It offered exactly
what it advertised. So let's go. I put disk one in and
that worked fine. [ put in disk two and that worked fine.
I put in disk three and the program crashed with three
sushroons {pre-ROM days).

Well, I looked at this disk after rebooting and
noticed that the program did not support a disk with all
subdirectories and no files in the aain directory. After
playing with sose sore, I found soee sore bugs all not sa
gasy to get around. But with the package, they proaised an
update in a sonth. I bet. Never, '

But a sonth later, I recieved an update along with a
list of bugs that had been fized fros the first release.

Ny subdirectory probles. Still not fixed. I wrote thea 3
letter this tise and I am sure it will be fixed in the next
release, Other than that the progras runs as advertised.
You have probably seen this progras in action and don't
even know it. The DOM directory listing posted at the
ageting are from this progras. Very nicely done. Alsc
another feature which I haven't used such yet is the
ability to put a description with each progras.

Now it“s conclusion tize.

Should you buy it??? The answer is .....nct naow.

This is a very nice prograa and very well written but I
think it is just a little to buggy ta start out with. If
you are willing to live the bugs, I say go buy it. I'a
glad T did. The way Extended Software supports it's users
I think in one or two sore months this progras w#ill most
likely be bug-free. In seantime, I will live with the bugs
and report thes and wait for the next update to cose,

Well, that's it for reviews this aonth, If I find
tise, next sonth we will read about King's Guest II, a very
nice aniaated graphics adventure, Easy-Draw, a professional
drawing progras, and the Clock Cartridge, the first
cartridge available for that hale in the left hand side of
your machine., Until next sonth, happy ST cocaputing.
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Saint Faul ATARI Computer Enthusnasts

An Independent computer user aroup

SPACE is an independent user interwst growp of owners of ATARI Hose Cosputsrs. It has beem organized by local owners of
ATART computars for the purpose of sutual self assistance and sharing of inforsation. It is opem to all {nterssted
cosputer enthusiasts.

The group has receatly changed seeting tine and location to accosodate the receat influx of new ﬂcrs. SPACE now meets
on the second Friday of each sonth at the Falcon Heights Cosswnity Conter, 2077 West Larpentesr, at 7130 pa. Mesting
tise and location cam be confirsed by calling one of the officers listed below.

MAST is o 816 (Special Intersst Group) of SPACE, and is intended for the owners of the new ATARI 3208T, inforsation
on other ATARI cosputers is ot discussed at MAST seetings. There is no additional sesbership fee to becose a sesber of
MET. The NAST NEWSLETTER is part of the reqular SPACE Newsletter and is sailed to yowr hose each sonth before the
seeting date.MAST neets the third Friday of the sesth at the sase above location and tise.

Denefits of sesbership include seftware desonstrations, group purchases at swbstastial discousts, group projects, public
donain disk of the sonth software at very low prices, boek library, new sducational scftware library with over 20
prograss, personal contacts / learning, greater inforsation/swsreness on the world of ATARI, software at discouated
prices from dealers at seetings, Question & Aaswer Sessiom, stc. Cose to a sseting to find out sore.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT A CLUB OFFICER

m m.umm__ﬂm ” ﬂM....Slﬂ'M_.m‘w N ”mo'oou‘twmm'm
Jia shulz....Vica-Pres___3537-5442 Dob Siade....Treasurer__489-3982 Frask haug...Disk Lib___774-6224
Jis Siede...Paper/Educational Librarian___489-3982
SPACE/TAIS mmu Doard...473-2897

S.F.A.C.E. Member-ship Applicationmn

Name Phone Date

Address City State Zip

Equipment/System-Used

Areas of Interest

CHECK ONE or BOTH: SPACE MAST ____

Dues $14.00 per year - Please enclose check with Application.

Mail Application and dues to:
8t. Paul ATARI Computer Enthusiasts
1697 E. Hoyt ave. 8T. Paul, MN 53106
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